“A View of [Hawai’i] and its high Mountain [Mauna Kea]” March 30, 1820 by Samuel Ruggles

ABOARD THE AMERICAN BRIG the Thaddeaus
Sailing in the Thaddeus, 14 missionaries (seven mission couples) and four Hawaiian men left
Boston, funded by the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. They arrived in
Hawai'i after 164 days.
The above drawing is from the Hawaiian Mission Houses Historic Site and Archives by Samuel
Ruggles on March 30, 1820 “A View of [Hawai’i] and its high Mountain [Mauna Kea]”
He drew this while on the Thaddeus on the first sighting of land in Hawaii after their 164 day journey
from New England. But he drew it from the perspective where he included themselves on the
Thaddeus (the boat in the foreground).
This is the first (known, existing) drawing done by an ABCFM missionary, showing the landscape of
Hawaii and an important record of the land at this moment in time! Drawing is important!

Activity: Imagine you are sailing to a foreign land with your family, anticipating a new life.
What would it feel like and how would it look? Draw an imaginary scene with you living on the
Brig Thaddeus in the middle of the ocean on your way to Hawaii. Where do you sleep, what do
you eat, how do you exercise, what do you see and what would you take with you?
Send us a picture of your drawing and comments about what you imagine
ymanipon@missionhouses.org and we’ll post the winner on our website.
Below is a list of what a typical male “outfit” was told to bring with him during the voyage of
150 days. What would you bring with you on your voyage?

Gentleman’s Outfit for the Voyage, of 150
days.
1 sea cap and hat,
1 stock or black cravat,
25 old shirts,
25 collars
2 vests, dark
2 spencers, dark
3 pr. Pantaloons, dark,
14 pr. Stockings,
2 pr. Shoes,
1 cloak,
1woolen suit,
5 pocket handkerchiefs,
Lady’s Outfit for the Voyage.
1 hood,
1 Sun-bonnet,
1 ealash,
25 changes of linen, old
4 petticoats, thin,
10 loose dresses, calico and gingham,
1 loose double dress,
2pr. Stockings, woolen,

11 changes of sheets,
21 towels,
3 lbs. soap,
2 flannel shirts,
10 pr. Pillow cases,
2 blankets,
1 washbasin tin,
1 looking glass,
1 lamp.

15 pr. do. Thin,
1 cloak
1 shawl,
3 pr. Shoes,
2 black aprons,
15 night dresses,
1 fan.

